OTHER   RELIGIOUS   SECTS

The Parsees of Persia are another most interest-
ing and important sect: they live chiefly in Yezd
and Kerman, They are a people within a people,
living in Persia, and with the Persians, yet keeping
quite distinct from the present inhabitants of the
land. Only a few thousand of this large and
influential body of people, who up till the seventh
century were the inhabitants of the land, now remain
in Persia. When the armies of Mohammed con-
quered Persia, most of these people fled to India;
others preferred to adhere to the new religion, while
a few remained faithful to their 'old belief, and
refused either to flee to a new and strange country,
or to change their creed, and so they remain till
this day a distinct people, following their own
customs, and holding to their own religion amidst
a new and domineering nation.

The founder of the Parsee religion was one called
Zoroaster. Very little is known of his life ; his birth-
place is uncertain, though it is known he lived for
many years in Bactria of Eastern Persia, and it is
probable that it was in this place that he thought
out the idea, from which in later years he con-
structed his religious system. The priests of this
religion were the "magi" of the Old and New
Testament, and *it is very likely that at least one
of the " wise men of the East" who went to offer
their adoration to the new-born King was from
these Parsees of Persia.

The date of Zoroaster is very uncertain too. It
is known, however, that in the sixth century B.C.,
when Cyrus was king, the Zoroastrian religion
was firmly established in Western Persia. Some

120